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Message from Geoff Cole
Chairman, Birmingham Trees for Life

The end of the 2019-20 planting season proved to be a strange 
one as the last few events had to be cancelled due to the 
coronavirus lockdown, but although the season was cut short 
that did not mean that we didn’t have a successful year 
of involvement, engagement and planting trees!

Cllr. Mohammed Azim, our Council Member, was 
Lord Mayor for the year so we welcomed Cllr. Diane 
Donaldson part way through the year as his ‘stand-in’. 
We were also delighted to welcome a new 

member of the freelance team – Justine Marklew joined BTFL in August 
2019 as our new Communications and Liaison person, and she has 
succeeded in enlivening our social media presence and gaining many 
more followers through the last few months, as well as promoting the 
involvement of school children at our events.

We were thrilled that Birmingham was declared a ‘Tree City of the World’ in early 
2020, a testament to the amount of work the Council, and community groups 
such as BTFL and the Birmingham Tree People (Tree Wardens) have put in over recent 
years. This is just one step in the city’s continuing journey towards a  
sustainable ‘urban forest’, so essential to the health and well-being of its citizens and 
the wider environment.

In the second year of our grant from the HS2 Community Environment Fund, 
we were pleased to welcome staff from HS2 to one of our events, which was 
just down the road from the site of the new station. The Halpin Trust’s support 
for our River Cole project continued, although some of the planned events this 
year were lost to flooding after the non-stop rain in the winter. 
As part of both those projects, we held a few engagement sessions in the 
summer and autumn terms for schools, taking them back to sites planted the 
previous year to do creative work and learn more about trees and ecosystems. 
We are grateful for the ongoing support of the Woodland Trust in our planting 
programme too.

Our programme of school and community involvement saw 283 children from 
17 schools involved in tree planting in 2019-20; several Friends groups joined us 
on site, as well as families, University students, community groups, businesses 
such as Deutsche Bank Birmingham, Waitrose and HSBC UK, and staff from the 
West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA).

We continue to be grateful to the City Council for providing ‘core funding’ 
which enables BTFL to continue to operate and seek additional funds elsewhere.  
As ever, Parks Department staff provided us with ‘in kind’ support during the 
planning and implementation of the planting programme. Our total over 
14 years now stands at over 90,000 trees – a tremendous achievement for 
such a small project. My thanks go to all our supporters, and especially to 
the volunteer members of the BTFL Committee, and the small paid team who 
make our planting programme happen. 

Last, but certainly not least, we say goodbye to our Project Manager, 
Jane Harding this summer. Jane has been with us for 12 years, with 8 of those 
years as Project Manager. She has been the “backbone” of BTFL during 
her time, quietly and efficiently managing the project and keeping us 
all in order. We hope she is immensely proud of her achievements, 
and in recognition of her outstanding service, The Birmingham Civic 
Society, which we are all part of, has announced Jane will be presented with 
their Silver Medal at the Society’s AGM later in the year ; well deserved. We all 
wish you well in your ‘retirement’ Jane, and hopefully from time to time you 
may pop back to help us plant a few more trees.
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I joined BTFL in 2008 as Project Support Officer and became Project Manager in 2012, 
but now I’m moving on, so this is the last Annual Review I will be writing.  It is always a 
pleasure to look back over the season to compile the report to our funders and supporters.  
Over the years this role has seen me be a planter, teacher, writer, ‘sheep dog’, organiser, 
bookkeeper, photographer, spokeswoman, campaigner and minute taker, to name but 
a few, all in the name of trees.     

Working with BTFL has always presented plenty of variety – not least in the unpredictable 
weather! Planting in the winter, when the trees are dormant, means working in bright 
sunshine, pouring rain, freezing sleet and falling snow, knee deep in mud or trying to 
dig rock hard ground.  Never let it be said that we tree planters are not a hardy breed! 
Running around on site keeping an eye on how our schoolchildren and adult volunteers 
are doing has certainly kept me fit!   

There have been many highlights over the years; herding 153 children at Perry Common Rec, 
building a long term relationship with Deutsche Bank Birmingham’s Green Team, launching 
the partnership with the Woodland Trust at Cofton with over 150 volunteer planters, 
working with a great team, and being a part of the drive to make trees a central strand 
of Birmingham’s strategy to create a liveable city.  It has been particularly satisfying to 
plant trees in some of the more barren areas of the city, and to give so many children 
(and grown-ups!) the opportunity to experience the joys of trees and nature.  It’s a lovely 
thing to show someone how to plant a tree for the first time and see them take so much 
pleasure in it. I hope I leave behind just a small contribution to the city which has been my 
home for 35 years, my ‘green legacy’, which will have an impact for many more years to come.

It’s been fun, and very rewarding, and I shall miss it all!  Bye!

Birmingham Trees for Life is a project 
devoted to planting trees across the 
city, and to promoting awareness and 
understanding of the value and 
importance of trees.

Our objectives are:

l To plant more trees in Birmingham

l To involve local communities and  
 school children 

l To involve the city’s business 
 community

l To raise awareness of the
 importance of trees

l To raise money to increase tree  
 planting.    
    

BTFL is a partnership between 
The Birmingham Civic Society and  
Birmingham City Council, formed in July 
2006. By working in partnership, the two 
organisations have access to both the 
land and resources to plant and maintain 
trees and woodland in Birmingham’s parks 
and open spaces.

The City Council contributes a sum of  
money annually to the project, which 
in 2019-20 provided essential core and 
match funding to enable BTFL to have 
the resources to seek additional funding  
elsewhere, from grant making bodies 
such as Charitable Trusts, through The  
Birmingham Civic Society, which is a  
Registered Charity. 

BTFL also works with local companies, 
who sponsor tree planting as part of  
their Corporate Social Responsibility  
programmes, and enables individuals,  
families and groups to sponsor and plant 
trees through the ‘Plant Trees for Life’ 
scheme. 
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Thanks for a rewarding 12 years!
Jane Harding, Project Manager, BTFL



Project Manager’s Round-up 
By Jane Harding

This season proved to be a very strange end to my 12 years 
with Birmingham Trees for Life. The flooding resulting 
from prolonged heavy rain caused the postponement of 
some events in February, and in mid March the season came 
to an abrupt and premature end due to the coronavirus 
restrictions. I felt very sad that I was not able to complete 
the full programme of events in my final planting season.

However, we still managed to complete the majority of our 
events, though we could not plant all of the planned trees. 
I was really pleased that we were able to fit in the Woodland Workshop 
for our long-time supporters Deutsche Bank Birmingham just before lockdown, 
it is always such a pleasure to work with them, and the ‘Friends and Family’ 
planting turned out to be a very hectic but fun end to the season.

So many of the children we meet have a good knowledge of what trees do for 
us and why they matter, so I leave BTFL hoping that my small contribution in 
helping them get first-hand experience of planting trees will stand them in good 
stead as future custodians of our planet. I will certainly miss seeing the children’s 
excitement, which never fails to warm the heart at our events.

I was delighted to be able to ‘talk up trees’ on BBC Radio 4’s Open Country 
programme which they came to record just before lockdown, and which proved 
to be a very positive representation of what we ‘tree huggers’ are doing in 
the city; and I’m very proud of BTFL’s role in helping Birmingham to become a 
Tree City of the World this year.

I can’t sign off without saying a huge thank you to the BTFL Committee for 
the support I have received over my time as Project Manager, especially 
our Chairman Geoff Cole. I would also like to thank Simon Needle for sharing 
so much knowledge with me over the years, and for his ‘can-do’ attitude 
to all things Trees, sometimes against the odds. Birmingham is truly lucky 
to have two such knowledgeable and passionate champions for trees in 
Geoff and Simon! My appreciation also goes to the Council’s Woodland Management 
Team, without whose hard work and reliable presence our volunteers could 
not plant the trees, and to other Parks Department colleagues who have 
always been so positive towards BTFL and helped us out even when under 
considerable strain themselves.

Trees Committee
In addition to the Chairman and the Project Manager, the committee includes the 
following Members:

Justine Marklew -  Communications and Liaison
Debbie Needle -  Development Officer
Cllr. Mohammed Azim Birmingham City Council Representatives
Cllr. Diane Donaldson
Simon Needle -         Principal Arboriculturist/ Principal Ecologist, 
   Birmingham City Council

The Chairman and following members give their time and  
expertise on a voluntary basis:

Sue Griffith -   Formerly Project Manager of BTFL
Viv Astling -   Formerly Chairman of National Forest Company
Bill Heslegrave -  Formerly Regional Director for the Forestry
   Commission, West Midlands
Stevie Prior -  Volunteer and member of several Friends’ groups
Simon Gulliver -  Freelance horticulturalist, formerly Birmingham 
   Botanical Gardens
Fiona Williams -  Volunteer Member

Justine Marklew Debbie Needle

Sue Griffith

Viv Astling

Stevie Prior

Bill Heslegrave

Cllr. 
Mohammed Azim

Cllr. 
Diane Donaldson
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Summary of
Achievements

Raising awareness of 

the importance of 

trees in Birmingham

As an integral part of Birmingham City Council’s 
strategy regarding trees, BTFL has played a part in 
the city becoming a Tree City of the World. BTFL 
has also worked with the WMCA to promote the 
importance of retaining and planting trees in the 
region. We took part in the ‘Return to Nature’ Arts 
Festival and engaged with many new people of all 
ages about trees and their importance in our lives.

Tree Planting We planted 171 large trees, 6 fruit trees and 4850 
whips (sapling trees). We held 19 public planting 
events, and 20 sites all over the city have benefited 
from new trees. Other groups also planted trees on 
behalf of BTFL. (The number of trees planted was 
reduced due to the coronavirus lockdown causing the 
cancellation of several events.)

Involving Businesses Deutsche Bank Birmingham were once again 
our Tree Champions, and Waitrose Four Oaks 
supported another planting in Sutton Coldfield. A 
number of companies attended events as volunteers; 
unfortunately many were prevented from doing so in 
March by coronavirus restrictions (See pages 6 and 
14 for details).

Involving School

Children

Our plantings involved 283 schoolchildren, and events 
were organised with 17 different schools, facilitated 
by our Communications and Liaison Officer (see 
pages 6 and 15).  Additional children were involved at 
other events.

Involving local

communities

The Friends of Parks were involved in 4 events, 
and other local residents or community groups 
were also involved at others. City Councillors took 
part in 6 events. Planting took place in all of the 10 
Constituencies (see page 16).

‘Plant Trees for Life’ 

sponsorship –  

individuals and families

We received donations from over 40 families and 
groups to sponsor trees. Most of the families planted 
their trees themselves at our sponsors’ planting event 
at the Lickey Hills which saw almost 150 adults and 
children participate.

Publicity A new BTFL Instagram account was launched to share 
photos and reach new audiences. Use of Twitter and 
Facebook were significantly increased, and the website 
Blog was further developed.  BTFL now has over 2000 
social media followers. BTFL was a significant element 
of the BBC Radio 4 Open Country programme on 
Birmingham becoming a Tree City of the World, which 
aired in April.
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Involving school children,
local people and businesses
This year BTFL held 19 planting events across all ten Constituencies in the city. 
This was despite the season being cut short by the coronavirus restrictions. Two 
further sites were planted by the Woodland Management Team, and BTFL also 
provided trees for another local community group who arranged their own events.

A total of 283 children from local schools attended our events to plant trees, 
and for many this was the first time they had been able to experience tree 
planting. Our youngest planters were five year old infants from St Joseph’s 
Catholic Primary School, whose smiles and carol singing brought much cheer 
to a cold wet day in December! As always, the children continue to impress us 
with their knowledge of trees and their grasp of the importance of nature – 
giving us hope that the planet will be in safer hands when their generation is in charge!

In the summer and autumn terms of 2019, further ‘engagement’ events for 
schools were run at sites planted as part of our HS2 CEF and River Cole 
projects. Some of these were focused on creative work with trees as the 
subject, and it was wonderful to see the children’s imagination take flight 
to produce poems, tree memories, collages and artwork. Other visits 
focused on tree identification, learning more about leaves and seeds, and 
‘food webs’ which have trees at their heart. Continuing the creative theme, 
we participated in the Return to Nature arts festival organised by Forward 
Arts at Holders Lane Woods in Moseley in September, and with the help of 
local writer and creative arts teacher Mandy Ross, we asked people to share 
their memories and thoughts of trees, and created a beautiful poem which 
Mandy and some helpers performed.

For the first time we welcomed the Lord Lieutenant of the West Midlands, 
John Crabtree OBE, and his wife Diana, to a planting event; they were 
delighted to help the school children plant ten more beautiful ornamental 
trees at Brandwood End Cemetery, where we continued to replace some 
felled poplar trees for the Friends.

We also responded to requests from Friends at Bournville and Cotteridge Parks 
for replacement trees, and were supported by the Friends of Handsworth Park 
where we held a public event to plant nut trees commemorating the 
James Watt Bicentenary. Any Friends, community or residents group can 
approach BTFL to request tree planting on a public open spaces – we can’t 
plant street trees, but will always try to help if we can on green spaces.

The increased awareness of the role of trees in combating climate change 
has obviously had an effect, and this year we were inundated with requests 
from companies wishing to send groups of staff to volunteer to plant trees. The 
continuing support (both financial and physical) of Deutsche Bank Birmingham’s 
Green Team is much appreciated, as is that of Waitrose Four Oaks, who 
once again helped to fund and plant trees at Harvest Fields Park in Sutton Coldfield. 
Four new companies sponsored tree planting with BTFL, though unfortunately 
they were not all able to attend plantings due to the arrival of the 
coronavirus restrictions, so we look forward to seeing them next season instead.

BTFL’s ‘Plant Trees for Life’ scheme continues to enable local people to 
sponsor tree planting to commemorate a family occasion, and come to 
plant the trees themselves. This year, almost 150 adults and children came along 
to the Lickey Hills, where a newly cleared area of over-grown woodland was 
re-planted. This turned out to be the last public event of the season in mid 
March, as the coronavirus ‘lockdown’ prevented the last few events taking place, 
but having so many smiling planters with us meant it was a wonderful event to 
end with.
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The importance of trees
and tree planting
Birmingham – Tree City of the World

In July 2019, a meeting was held between Birmingham City Council and the US 
organisation Arbor Day Foundation, to explore Birmingham making an application 
to become a Tree City of the World. BTFL and the Birmingham Tree 
People (volunteer Tree Wardens) were a part of that meeting, as community 
involvement is a key element of the standards required. We were delighted 
when, in early 2020, it was announced that Birmingham had indeed 
become one of the first UK cities to achieve Tree City of the World status. 
This is a testament to the amount of work that our colleagues at the Council, 
especially Simon Needle, have put in to making trees an integral part of strategy 
and policies across all Council departments since 2018.

In order to become a Tree City of the World, Birmingham had to meet five key 
standards, around tree policy, responsibility, information and planning, 
management, and involvement of local citizens. With a stated aim to increase 
canopy cover from under 19% to 25%, the city’s ambitions for the ‘Birmingham 
Forest’ in the longer term are a key part of the strategy to improve air 
quality, and the fight against climate change. This is a challenge;  with trees lost 
every week to new development, age and disease, increasing the canopy 
cover significantly will take a great effort on the part of many organisations and people.

It is estimated that to reach ‘net zero’ carbon targets, tree planting needs 
to increase threefold in the UK. During the General Election campaign in late 
2019, all the major political parties competed on the number of trees 
they would plant if they won the election, the biggest ‘promise’ being two 
billion trees over 20 years – 100 million per year! Some of these pledges clearly 
needed a bit more thought – the trees have to be grown, land identified 
and set aside for plantations, the trees have to be planted, cared for 
until established, and managed through their lives, all of which requires resources. 
Many previously promised targets on tree planting have not been 
achieved, so it is essential that future plans are well thought through and 
resourced to ensure the trees survive in the long term.

The ‘lockdown’ during the spring of 2020 brought pollution levels down, and 
seemingly increased the awareness of many people of the importance of 
nature generally to our physical and mental wellbeing. Trees are a crucial 
element of nature in urban settings, bringing a wide range of benefits such as 
reducing temperatures, flooding and pollutants, providing habitats for wildlife, 
and improving the aesthetics of built-up areas. Being among trees is known 
to have a beneficial effect on stress, and just being able to see trees from a 
window improves wellbeing. The importance of parks and green spaces 
became very clear during lockdown, even though it may sometimes have been 
difficult to enforce social distancing in a busy city park. For those living in flats 
with no outside space, the value of public open spaces, especially those with 
trees, was immeasurable.

Some areas of our city are already leafy and blessed with many beautiful mature 
trees, but other areas are much less green, and finding the space to plant 
significantly more trees in some Wards will be difficult. BTFL has helped a little 
this year with small plantings in inner city areas such as Nechells and Aston, but 
it will take much more effort over many years to reach the 25% target in every 
Ward. If the City Council continues to have the will, then with the support of 
local communities and groups such as BTFL, let’s hope that the Tree City of the 
World status becomes a tangible, visible reality, with trees an intrinsic part of 
Birmingham’s soul.
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l Sites

1 Tennal Lane Recreation Ground

2 Scafell Drive & Faulkners Farm Drive

3 Newey Goodman Park

4 Spark Green Park

5 Batchelors Farm Recreation Ground

6 Bloomsbury Park

7 Barrack Street Recreation Ground

8 Loxton Park

9 Penshurst Avenue

10 Northumberland Street

11 Grove Cottage POS

12 Lickey Hills Country Park

13 Handsworth Park

14 Perry Hall Park

15 Brandwood End Cemetery

16 Cotteridge Park

17 Bournville Park

18 Harvest Fields Park

19 Falcon Lodge Estate

20 Sycamore Recreation Ground

19

2

1

18

6

11

12

14

9

8

13

5

4

10

7

3
16

15
17

20



Our Planting
Sites

www.btfl.org.uk	 9

Stockland Green Housing Sites 
BTFL is a partner in a ‘Trees for Cities’ bid to the Government’s Urban Tree Challenge 
Fund (UTCF), and for these plantings the Government funding was matched by Deutsche 
Bank Birmingham, to plant 18 new trees on two City Council housing sites in Stockland 
Green Ward. Eight students from nearby Stockland Green School’s Eco Council joined 
the Green Team from Deutsche Bank Birmingham to plant 11 crab apple trees alongside 
the river off Scafell Drive, and then walked through Witton Lakes to plant seven further 
Liquidambar trees behind flats on Faulkners Farm Drive. Birmingham’s Poet Laureate 
Richard O’ Brien also helped to plant the trees – his first ever – and followed up by writing 
a poem about his morning’s experiences!

ERDINGTON

EDGBASTON

Tennal Lane Recreation Ground, Quinton 
We had a wonderful start to the season at Tennal Lane in Quinton - after so much rain we 
were delighted the sun decided to shine on us from start to finish.  The 15 excited pupils 
from Worlds End Junior School knew all about trees and were eager to get planting. Not 
only did the children understand about the positive environmental impact of trees, but the 
true beauty of trees as well. Central News were there to film the opening event and their 
correspondent was very impressed with the knowledge of the children. Grabbing their 
spades with energy and enthusiasm, the children couldn’t wait to plant the ten large dawn 
redwood and poplar trees, which were planted to replace the existing mature poplar trees 
which will have to be felled soon due to their age and declining health.

Castle Vale – Community Environmental Trust 
As in previous years, BTFL donated 250 whips to the Community Environmental Trust 
in Castle Vale, who arranged local planting events with schools and the community. On 
International Women’s Day, 68 volunteers helped to plant 150 trees, and the remainder 
were planted by local school children.

Spark Green Park, Sparkbrook & Balsall Heath East
We welcomed the Lord Mayor to this event in his own Ward, helping 12 children from 
Nelson Mandela Primary School’s Eco Council, and 11 girls from Moseley School, to plant 
500 whips (sapling trees) to form a pollution barrier along the Stoney Lane boundary. 
Also on hand were volunteers from HSBC UK, who were able to assist the smaller children 
with some of the difficult ground. Pupils and staff at Nelson Mandela School are trying very 
hard to reduce waste, plastic and pollution, save energy and generally look after their local 
area, so they really appreciated the opportunity to plant trees too.

HALL GREEN

Newey Goodman Park, Hall Green South 
Our second tree planting of the season was done in torrential and unrelenting rain, but 
that did not deter the 29 super Eco Warriors from St Ambrose Barlow Catholic Primary 
School! The children wanted to do their part to save the world, explaining their love of 
trees and the environment, and a bit of rain and mud wasn’t going to stop them. Ten lovely 
flowering cherries have added some further colour to this small suburban park. Despite 
wellies caked in mud and soggy hats, the children marched back to school excited to share their 
experience with the rest of the school.
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Our Planting
Sites

Grove Cottage POS, Bordesley Green 
This small patch of green space near to Bordesley Green East was a little barren and 
untidy, so we hope that the six lovely flowering cherry trees that the six enthusiastic 
pupils from Somerville Primary School planted here will improve the outlook and the 
air quality for the local residents. This school has an allotment, where the children have 
opportunities to plant and grow fruit and vegetables, so they were no strangers to 
spades and digging. The trees will also provide food sources for bees and birds too, so 
the members of the school’s Eco Council were even happier about that fact! 
This small inner city project was funded from the Government’s UTCF grant.

LADYWOOD

HODGE HILL

Batchelors Farm Recreation Ground, Heartlands 
The River Cole project event at Batchelors Farm Rec (also known as Bordesley Green 
Rec by some locally) was initially postponed due to flooding in February, and then 
unfortunately the re-scheduled date fell victim to coronavirus measures, so we are 
grateful to the Woodland Management Team and Rangers at the Council for planting 
the 1000 native whips on BTFL’s behalf.

Bloomsbury Park, Nechells 
We were joined by 30 eager year six pupils from Cromwell Junior and Infant School in 
Bloomsbury Park for this first HS2 Community Environment Fund project of the season. 
The children couldn’t wait to plant the ten beautiful flowering cherry and silver birch trees, 
which will have Bloomsbury Park positively blooming each spring with blossom, and then 
alive with lovely autumn colour too. This inner city park already has some mature trees but 
the new ones along the path close to the flats will bring extra life and colour to the area.

Barrack Street Recreation Ground, Nechells
On a lovely sunny morning in December, members of the Pupil Parliament at St Vincent’s 
Catholic Primary School demonstrated their enthusiasm for local environmental causes - 
only recently they had completed a local litter picking event. Staff from HS2 also joined in 
to help us plant the ten flowering cherry trees, as this was another planting funded through 
the HS2 CEF grant. The children were eager to tell us that most of them lived in the area 
and would see the trees every day, including from their school classrooms!  This site is 
within view of the location of the new HS2 station, so it was an ideal place to be planting 
the new trees.

Loxton Park, Nechells 
Another Nechells site, another HS2 funded project... but this time we were greeted by 
heavy rain; that didn’t stop 25 very small children from St Joseph’s Infants School smiling and 
brightening our morning however! In three shifts the Year One children arrived by school 
minibus to plant ten lovely flowering cherry trees in this inner city park.  While the children 
waited for the heavy digging to be completed by the Woodland Team, they sang a beautiful 
Christmas carol for us, looked for worms, played tree statues and sang Jingle Bells!  They 
may have been among our smallest planters at 5 and 6 years old, but they were not put 
off by the rain and mud and were very knowledgeable about how important trees 
are in helping us to live.



Our Planting
Sites
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Penshurst Avenue, Aston 
Fourteen smiley Year Four pupils from Birchfield Community School were well prepared for 
our small tree planting event beside flats on Penshurst Avenue in Aston. The children, like 
all our other amazing eco-warriors, knew lots about the environmental value of trees and 
couldn’t wait to share their knowledge with us. Although there were only five trees to be 
planted, all the children were very excited about the prospect of planting their very first tree 
– in this case hornbeam and silver lime. Close to the busy A34 dual carriageway, the trees 
will help absorb the pollutants as well as adding some lovely colour for residents to enjoy. 
This event was funded through the UTCF grant with match funding from a local 
Charitable Trust.

Northumberland Street, Nechells
Another inner city planting funded through the UTCF grant, this one was in a 
peaceful courtyard in the centre of some Council flats. Fourteen Year 9 children from 
nearby St. Matthew’s C of E Primary School excitedly shared lots of questions and facts 
about trees, and were eager to help improve the air quality and aesthetics of their local 
area by planting trees. ‘Trees are the earth’s lungs, we need them, so it’s good to plant 
more and more,’ one pupil explained.  We hope that the seven lovely birch, maple 
and Magnolia trees will improve the view and the air for the residents of the flats for 
many years to come.

NORTHFIELD

Lickey Hills Country Park, Longbridge & West Heath
Two of the three planned events at the Lickeys were held before ‘lockdown’ prevented 
us continuing.  The first Lickeys visit was for our now annual Deutsche Bank ‘Woodland 
Workshop’, where the bank’s local staff members get a chance to learn some outdoor 
skills, and the Rangers benefit from their assistance on site.  We took the group of over 20 
bankers to a newly cleared area of woodland not far from the Visitor Centre, where 
they quickly got to work clearing brash and tree branches and trunks, and forming ‘dead 
hedges’ with the material. Dead hedges create a rich habitat for insects and birds (as well as 
providing an excellent opportunity for great teamwork!).  After lunch, the group re-planted 
the area with around 500 new native sapling trees.

In what turned out to be our last public event of the season, almost 150 people joined 
us at the Lickeys for our annual ‘Friends and Family’ event, where people who have 
sponsored ‘Trees for Life’ with us come along to plant their trees themselves.  This year, we 
had many more people sponsoring trees with us than previously, and almost all brought 
a group of family or friends to plant their trees. Many of the trees had been dedicated in 
memory of loved ones, and extended family groups came along to remember their relative 
together. Others had received the trees as gifts to celebrate birthdays or other family 
occasions. Around 600 young native trees were planted in another area that has 
been recently cleared, just down the hill from the Visitor Centre. Some people were 
planting just for fun, and everyone felt it was a great way to spend time together as a family 
making memories.



Our Planting
Sites
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PERRY BARR

Handsworth Park, Handsworth
On the first day of National Tree Week a public tree planting event to mark the James 
Watt Bicentenary was held at Handsworth Park, near to where James Watt lived. Despite 
it being a dank and dreary morning, around 42 volunteers, including nine children, turned 
up to help to plant 10 large hazel and walnut trees, both a wonderful food source for 
birds and small animals.  Nut trees were chosen as James Watt planted many fruit and nut 
trees on his own patch.  The event was supported by the Friends of Handsworth Park, and 
among the volunteers were members of Green S Welfare Force who have helped on 
numerous occasions.

Perry Hall Park, Perry Barr
The event at Perry Hall Park was initially postponed due to flooding in February, and then 
unfortunately the re-scheduled date fell victim to coronavirus measures, so we are grateful 
to the Woodland Management Team and Rangers at the Council for planting 1000 sapling 
trees on BTFL’s behalf.

SELLY OAK

Brandwood End Cemetery, Brandwood and Kings Heath
Another damp and muddy day (a theme of our autumn plantings this year!) saw a class 
of Year 6 pupils from St Alban’s Catholic Primary School join us again at this beautiful 
cemetery to continue the planting to replace the poplar trees that had to be felled the 
previous year.  A further ten ornamental trees were added to the boundary.  This year we 
had a special visitor in National Tree Week, as the Lord Lieutenant, John Crabtree, OBE, 
and his wife Diana came to help.  There was lots of chatter and laughter and talk of the 
wonderful old trees around the Cemetery.  We were also supported by members of the 
Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery, a very active group of local volunteers who help 
to keep the Cemetery looking good, and run a hedgehog conservation project there too. 
After some refreshments, Dean, the local Ranger, took the children on a fascinating ‘walk 
and talk’ among the Giant Redwood trees in the cemetery.

Cotteridge Park, Bournville & Cotteridge
Our second planting of 2020, at Cotteridge Park, was blessed with lovely winter sun, and 
this was appreciated by the seven year nine students from Kings Norton Girls’ School who 
were volunteering for the day in the park, along with 20 Year One children from Cotteridge 
Primary School.  The two groups of children worked well together to plant ten flowering 
red hawthorn trees along one edge of the park.  The trees were requested by the Friends 
of Cotteridge Park to replace some that had been lost over the years. The younger 
children were starting their Forest School sessions with the Friends, and after planting 
the trees, Dean the Ranger and Emma from the Friends took them off to splash in a big 
muddy puddle before continuing their activities.



Our Planting
Sites
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Bournville Park, Bournville & Cotteridge
The sun shone again for us at Bournville Park when we planted ten ornamental cherry trees 
with Bournville Village Primary School and the Friends of Bournville Park. This event was 
supported by corporate sponsors T.A. Cook, and four of their staff also came along to help. 
T.A. Cook have been operating for 25 years so the company decided to celebrate by doing 
25 good deeds this year.  The children enjoyed planting the beautiful blossom trees so much 
that they gave each tree a name!  These trees were planted along one side of the park to 
replace some old apple trees that were removed recently, and join the alders that the school 
planted a few years ago with BTFL.

SUTTON COLDFIELD

Harvest Fields Park, Sutton Roughley
Little Sutton Primary School once again trooped into Harvest Fields Park to add to the 
trees they have planted there before – this time it was School Council members from 
Years 2 to 6.  As in previous years, they were joined by four hardworking staff from 
Waitrose Four Oaks, who again supported the event through their Community Matters 
scheme. Six more fruit trees were added to the community orchard, and an ornamental 
white barked Himalayan birch tree was planted near to the WW1 commemorative statue 
in the park. The lovely staff in Harvest Fields Community Centre rounded off the event 
perfectly with hot chocolate and biscuits for everyone.

YARDLEY

Sycamore Recreation Ground, Yardley West & Stechford
Part of our River Cole project, the event at Sycamore Rec was notable as it was covered 
by BBC Radio 4’s Open Country programme.  The presenter and producer were making 
a programme about Birmingham becoming a Tree City of the World, and came along 
to join us to interview volunteers and get a sense of the children’s enthusiasm for tree 
planting.  Volunteers from a number of local companies and the WMCA joined children 
from Waverley School to plant 1000 whips on this riverside site in Yardley. 

Two other sites were scheduled to be planted in this Ward, but both events unfortunately 
had to be cancelled due to the coronavirus lockdown, so they have been re-scheduled for 
next winter.

Falcon Lodge, Sutton Reddicap
A number of large specimen trees were planted on the Falcon Lodge estate on land owned 
and managed by the Housing Department, as part of the UTCF grant-funded project. 
BTFL did not organise the planting of these trees and we are grateful to Simon Needle, 
who was instrumental in gaining the funding from the Trees for Cities bid, and a 
handful of volunteers, who managed to plant 30 of the planned 44 trees before lockdown 
prevented further work on the estate, and to the Woodland Management Team who planted 
the remainder.



Supporters & Partners

As well as Birmingham City Council, we are grateful to the following 

organisations and individuals who supported BTFL during 2019/20:

Business Sponsors
Birmingham Tree Champions
Deutsche Bank Birmingham

Other Corporate Supporters
HS2 Community Environment Fund

Waitrose Four Oaks

Professional Polishing Services

Mazars

T.A. Cook

PMG Investments

Voluntary Sector
The Woodland Trust

The Halpin Trust

South Birmingham Friends Institute Trust

The Harborne Society

The Birmingham Common Good Trust

The Lunar Society

Forward Arts CIC

Partners and Associated Organisations
Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF)

Birmingham and Black Country Wildlife Trust

Birmingham Tree People

The Tree Council

Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG) Midlands

Birmingham Forest Schools

Individuals and Families
A number of private individuals and families sponsored 

tree planting with BTFL.
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Participants

Individual ‘Plant Trees for Life’ Sponsors
We received donations to sponsor trees from over 40 family sponsors – almost all of 
the families attended the main sponsors’ event at the Lickey Hills Country Park.

Friends of Parks and Local Residents and Community Groups
Community Environmental Trust, Castle Vale
Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery
Friends of Handsworth Park
Friends of Cotteridge Park
Friends of Bournville Park
Lickey Hills Society and other local volunteers
Members of the Shah Satnam Ji Green ‘S’ Welfare Force helped to 
plant trees at two events.

Schools
Constituency School No. of children  
   
Edgbaston Worlds End Junior School 15

Erdington Stockland Green School 8

Hall Green St Ambrose Barlow Catholic Primary School 29
 Nelson Mandela Primary School 12
 Moseley School 11

Ladywood Somerville Primary School 25 
 Cromwell Junior & Infant School 6
 St Vincent’s Catholic Primary School 30
 St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 8
 Birchfield Community School 14
 St Matthew’s C of E Primary School 14

Selly Oak St. Alban’s Catholic Primary School 30
 Cotteridge Primary School 20
 Kings Norton Girls’ School 7
 Bournville Village Primary School 14

Sutton Coldfield Little Sutton Primary School 14

Yardley Waverley School 26

Total 17 Schools 283 children

Students from Birmingham University also attended one event.   

City Councillors were involved at:
Stockland Green

Newey Goodman Park

Spark Green Park

Brandwood End Cemetery

Bournville Park

Harvest Fields Park
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Site Site 
Number†

Standard 
Trees

Whips Fruit
Trees

Adults
Involved

Elected
Members

Friends
of the park

Children
Involved

EDGBASTON

Tennel Lane Recreation Ground 1 10 4 15

 ERDINGTON

Scafell Drive/Faulkners Farm Drive 2 18 9 1 8

 Castle	Vale	CET 250

HALL GREEN

Newey Goodman Park 3 10 3 1 29

Spark Green Park 4 500 13 2 23

HODGE HILL

Batchelors Farm Park 5 1000

LADYWOOD

Bloomsbury Park 6 10 4 30

Barrack Street Recreation Ground 7 10 9 8

Loxton Park 8 10 5 25

Penshurst Avenue, Aston 9 5 2 14

Northumberland Street 10 7 3 14

Grove Cottage POS 11 6 3 6

NORTHFIELD

Lickey Hills - Deutsche Bank 12 500 23

Lickey Hills - Friends & Family 600 128 18

PERRY BARR

Handsworth Park 13 10 31 2 9

Perry Hall Park 14 1000 1

SELLY OAK

Brandwood End Cemetery 15 10 7 1 6 30

Cotteridge Park 16 10 3 1 27

Bournville Park 17 10 6 1 1 14

SUTTON COLDFIELD

Harvest Fields Park 18 1 6 6 1 14

Falcon Lodge Estate 19 44 3

YARDLEY

Sycamore Recreation Ground 20 1000 47 26

TOTAL 20 171 4850 6 310 7 10 310

TOTAL BTFL EVENTS 19

Statistics 2019/20
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Woodland Team Planted

Woodland Team Planted

† See map on page 8



Summary 2006 - 2020

* Contractors’ staff present have not been included in ‘adults’ figures after 2011/12
Prior to 2009/10, the number of children involved included those involved in the Reading Tree project.
From 2009/10 onwards, all children have experienced hands-on tree planting.
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Year
Number of 

Sites
Standard

Trees
Whips 

(Sapling Trees)

Fruit  
Trees

Total Trees
Planted

Total Adults* 
Involved

Total 
Children 
Involved

2006/07 Total 10 256 700 21 977 165 425

2007/08 Total 17 212 1500 40 1752 1400 610

2008/09 Total 14 136 2300 17 2453 375 382

2009/10 Total 37 205 4435 16 4656 537 363

2010/11 Total  20 144 4890 40 5074 407 310

2011/12 Total 27 167 5950 40 6157 335 529

2012/13 Total 27 173 7450 38 7661 345 522

2013/14 Total 26 137 8220 0 8357 402 493

2014/15 Total 26 147 12508 6 12661 443 780

2015/16 Total 28 128 8316 28 8472 517 646

2016/17 Total 22 133 11720 30 11883 393 495

2017/18 Total 19 207 6000 25 6232 387 266

2018/19Total 19 110 9200 20 9330 427 400

2019/20 Total 20 171 4850 6 5027 327 310

PROJECT TOTAL 312 2326 88039 327 90692 6460 6531



All our happy hard-working
school children!
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How to get involved in BTFL

• Sponsor tree planting (to celebrate or commemorate something, 
or just for the fun of it) and have the opportunity to come and plant 
them yourself with family and friends at one of our hands on planting 
days in Birmingham.

• Send someone tree planting as a gift - they will receive a certificate 
and an invitation to come and plant their trees

• If you are a business, get involved in our Corporate Sponsorship 
Programme - tree planting is a great way to  meet your CSR 
objectives and provides your staff with teambuilding opportunities, 
working outdoors to improve the local environment. 

• Join the Friends Group (or help to set one up if there isn’t already 
one) connected to your local park - get in touch with BOSF - 
email: info@bosf.org.uk

• Lobby your local City Councillor for more tree planting in your area of 
the City; to find out how to contact your local Councillor, 
see www.birmingham.gov.uk

• Join The Birmingham Civic Society, contact email: 
info@birminghamcivicsociety.org.uk

For further information please visit our website: www.btfl.org.uk

If you would like to contact us, please email us at: info@btfl.org.uk

BIRMINGHAM TREES FOR LIFE
9 MARGARET STREET
BIRMINGHAM
B3 3BS

The Birmingham Civic Society, 
President: The Lord Mayor of Birmingham
Limited Company registered in England and Wales No: 6426178
Registered Charity No. 1123806
www.birminghamcivicsociety.org.uk
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